
 

      

 

 

   
 

Commission President von der Leyen,  
Commission Vice President Timmermans 
Commissioners Kyriakides and Wojciechowski  
European Commission 
B-1049 Brussels 
Belgium 
 
Dear Commission President von der Leyen, Commission Vice President Timmermans and 
Commissioners Kyriakides and Wojciechowski, 

 

Scientists support an end to caged farming throughout the EU 
 
The scientific argument against cages is clear — European farmed animals live miserable lives 
confined to small spaces. Many are denied important and basic natural behaviours and what 
makes a life worth living. Better ways of farming exist, therefore we call on the European 
Commission to update legislation to reflect what we all know to be true — no farmed animal 
should suffer in a cage. 
 
We fully support the call by over 1 million people that recently signed the ‘End the Cage Age’ 
European Citizens’ Initiative, urging the EU to phase out the use of all cages in farming.   
 
In the European Union over 300 million farmed animals are caged. Scientific research shows 
that cages have inherent severe disadvantages for animal welfare; their use is inconsistent with 
the Treaty recognition of animals as sentient beings. In each case commercially viable 
alternatives exist that provide better welfare. 
 
We support a phase out of the following: 
 
‘Enriched’ cages for laying hens: Battery cages are already banned in the EU. EFSA has 
concluded that in enriched cages “the behavioural repertoire is still restricted compared with 
birds in non-cage systems”.1 Hens’ need to perch, forage and dust-bathe cannot be properly 
fulfilled in enriched cages.2 3 4 5  
 
Farrowing crates: These are so narrow that sows cannot even turn round nor can they perform 
their highly motivated nest-building behaviours.6 Studies show that piglet mortality in free 
farrowing pens can be as low as, or lower than, in crates.7 8 Satisfactory nest-building behaviour 
is linked with positive maternal behaviours, reduced crushing, and healthier piglets.9 In contrast 
to this, crating sows can lead to prolonged farrowing with associated higher stillborn rates in 
some cases and to aggressive maternal behaviour.10 
 
Sow stalls: The EU restriction on sow stalls still allows them to be used for the first four weeks 
of the pregnancy. This arises from concerns that mixing sows in early gestation may be 
detrimental to pregnancy rate and to embryo development and survival. However, a number 
of studies have found no adverse effects of mixing on reproductive performance, pregnancy 
rates or embryo survival.11 12 The law should be amended to remove the derogation that 
permits the use of sow stalls during the first four weeks of pregnancy. 
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Pullets (young hens before they start laying eggs) and layer and broiler breeders: Currently 
there is no restriction on keeping these birds in barren or enriched cages. The use of both types 
of cages should be phased out for these birds.   
 
Cages for farmed rabbits: Almost all of the EU’s rabbits are confined in overcrowded barren 
wire cages in which their movement is severely restricted. There is virtually no opportunity for 
exercise which can cause weakened bones, whilst wire flooring commonly leads to painful foot 
and leg sores. Caged rabbits are unable to perform many important natural behaviours such as 
digging, hiding and foraging. This can lead to immense stress and abnormal 
behaviours such as repetitive gnawing on the cage. 
 
Cages for quail, ducks and geese: At least 143 million quail are farmed annually in the EU for 
their meat and eggs. Many are kept in cages where they are unable to perform most of their 
natural behaviours, including running, dust-bathing and foraging. This suffering is completely 
unnecessary as barn and free range systems are available. 
 
The use of cages for housing ducks and geese is already unlawful under various Council of 
Europe Recommendations. Despite this, ducks and geese reared for foie gras are kept in small, 
barren cages for the last two weeks of their lives while they are force fed. The use of cages 
should be ended – as should force feeding. 
 
Individual calf pens: The Calves Directive requires calves to be kept in groups from the age of 
eight weeks but permits them to be kept in individual stalls until that age. Studies show that 
calves reared in isolation have deficient social skills, difficulties in coping with novel situations, 
as well as poorer learning abilities.13 The Directive should be changed to require calves to be 
housed in groups or pairs once they are separated from their mother, other than when a 
veterinarian certifies that individual housing is needed for an ill or injured calf.   
 
Some farmers house calves individually believing that this reduces disease risk but research 
indicates that low levels of disease can be achieved in calves kept in small, stable groups by 
good management practices including appropriate methods of milk feeding, and good hygiene, 
ventilation, colostrum practices, diet, and health monitoring.14 
 
In conclusion, the scientific evidence indicates strongly that the housing of farmed animals in 
cages or crates must be ended. We support, and urge, the Commission to issue a decision on 
the ‘End the Cage Age’ European Citizens’ Initiative which includes a revision to legislation to 
phase out the use of cages in farming.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Professor Bo Algers, Professor Emeritus, Department of Animal Environment and Health, 

Swedish, University of Agricultural Sciences, Sweden 

Dr. Enrico Alleva, Ethologist, Past-President of Italian Society for the Study of Animal 

Behaviour, Accademia dei Lincei, Italy   
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Dr. Norbert Alzmann, Visiting Lecturer for Bioethics, University of Tübingen, Germany  

Dr. Maria Andersson, Senior Lecturer in Anthrozoology, Swedish University of Agricultural 

Sciences, Sweden  

Lucia Anettová, PhD Candidate in Zoology and Parasitology, Masaryk University, Brno, and 

Slovak Academy of Sciences, Bratislava, Slovakia  

Prof.dr.sc. Boris Antunovic, DVM, Doctor of Veterinary Medicine - Faculty of Agrobiotechnical 

Sciences, National Food Safety Consultant at the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of 

the United Nations; member of the Scientific Council of the European Food Safety Authority 

(EFSA); founder and first director of the Croatian Food Agency, Croatia  

Elina Åsbjer, DVM, Swedish Center for Animal Welfare (SCAW), Sweden  

MVDr. Robert Babčan, veterinary surgeon, Veterinary Hospital Bennett Bratislava, Slovakia  

Professor Boris Bakota, Ph. D., "Animal Rights" Course Coordinator, University of Osijek, 

Faculty of Law, Croatia  

Dr. Jonathan Balcombe, Director, All Things Fish, Canada  

Johannes Baumgartner, Ass. Prof. Dr. med. vet., Dipl. ECAWBM (AWSEL); Senior scientist and 

lecturer for animal behaviour, husbandry and welfare, University of Veterinary Medicine 

Vienna, Institute of Animal Welfare Science, Austria  

Dr. Michel Baussier, DVM, Honorary President of the French Veterinary Council, France  

Professor Marc Bekoff, Emeritus Professor Biology, University of Colorado, USA  

Dr. rer. medic. dipl.-biol. Mark Benecke, Forensic Biologist, Germany 

Dr. Regina Binder, Leiterin der Informations- und Dokumentationsstelle für Tierschutz- & 

Veterinärrecht Veterinärmedizinische, Universität Wien, Austria  

Dr. Dalila Bovet, Professor in Ethology, Paris Nanterre University, France 

Dr. rer. nat. Karsten Brensing, Science Author, Germany  
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Katarína Bučková, Early-stage researcher on dairy calf welfare, Institute of Animal Science, 

Prague, Czechia  

Professor Gordana Bukvić, prof. dr. sc., Professor of Agronomy, Faculty of Agrobiotechnical 

Sciences Osijek, Croatia  

Arabella Burgers, Msc Veterinary Medicine, President Caring Vets, the Netherlands 

Dr. Mario C. Cirillo, Engineer, ISPRA, Director of Department for Assessment, Control and 

Environmental Sustainability, Italy   

Professor Joy Carter, Vice-Chancellor, University of Winchester, UK  

Dr. Devis Casetta, President Veneto Region Biologists Association for Scientific Research, Italy   

Professor Ljiljana Čelenković, Professor of Biology and Chemistry, Croatia  

Doc., Ing. Helena Chaloupková, Head of Department of Ethology and Companion Animal 

Science, Faculty of Agrobiology, Food and Natural Resources, Czech University of Life Sciences 

Prague, Czechia  

Dr. Georgios Charitakis MD, Ph.D, Cardiologist, Greece  

MVDr. Miroslav Cibula, Veterinarian, Cardiology, Veterinary Hospital Bennet Bratislava, 

Slovakia  

Professor Sheila Crispin, Emeritus Professor of Ophthalmology, University of Bristol, UK  

Dragan Cvijanovic, Dipl. Ing., Expert Associate for Vegetable Production, Croatia 

Dr. Rick D’Eath, Reader in Animal Behaviour and Welfare, SRUC, Scotland, UK  

Ivana Daubnerova, PhD., genetics, Institute of Zoology, Slovak Academy of Sciences, Slovakia  

Dr. E.N. (Elske) de Haas, Researcher Veterinary Medicine, Department Population Health 

Sciences, Animals in Science & Society, Animal Welfare, University of Utrecht, The 

Netherlands  



   

 

 5 

Dr. Nicola Decaro, DVM, PhD, Dipl. ECVM., Full Professor of Infectious Diseases of Animals, 

Department of Veterinary Medicine University of Bari, Italy  

Dr. Vinciane Despret, Maître de Conférences en Philosophie, Université de Liège, Belgium 

MVDr. Yuliya Didyk, PhD., Ústav zoológie SAV/I.I. Schmalhausen Institute of Zoology NAS of 

Ukraine, Researcher, Zoologist, Slovakia/ Ukraine 

Dr. Laura M. Dixon, Animal Behaviour and Welfare Research Scientist, SCRUC, Scotland, UK 

Prof. Dr. Alenka Dovč, Professor, Doctor of Veterinary Medicine, University of Ljubljana, 

Veterinary Faculty, Institute of Poultry, Birds, Small Mammals and Reptiles, Slovenia  

Professor Ian Duncan, Professor Emeritus Chair in Animal Welfare, University of Guelph, 

Canada  

Professor Mark Eisler, Professor & Chair Global Animal Health, University of Bristol, UK  

Dr. Rosemary Elliott, BVSc (Hons), MANZCVS (Animal Welfare), MPsych (Clin), BA (Hons), 

President of Sentient, Sentient, the Veterinary Institute for Animal Ethics, Australia 

Alexandros Georgopoulos, Emeritus Professor, Environmental Education, Aristotle University 

of Thessaloniki, Greece  

Prof. Dr. habil. Andrzej Elżanowski, Professor of Zoology, University of Warsaw, Poland  

Prof. Dr. Eve-Marie Engels, retired Professor for Ethics in the Biosciences, Dept. of Biology at 

the University of Tübingen, Germany  

Dr. Alexandros Frantzis, PhD, President of the Pelagos Cetacean Research Institute, Biological 

Oceanography, Pelagos Cetacean Research Institute, Greece  

Dipl.Ing.(FH) Barbara Früh, Department of Livestock Sciences Group lead Animal Housing & 

Livestock Breeding, Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL, Switzerland   

MVDr. Beáta Galajdová, Veterinarian, Emergency Service, Veterinary Hospital Bennett 

Bratislava, Slovakia  
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Dr. Philipp von Gall, PhD, Postdoctoral Researcher, University for Sustainable Development, 

Eberswalde, Germany 

Dr. Mirjana Gazijs, Dr vet. med., Veterinary Ambulance Han Pijesak, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Professor Marita Gimenez Candela, Professor, Director Research Group, Autonomous 

University of Barcelona, Spain  

Prof. Dr. rer. nat. habil. Ulrike Gimsa, Head of Department Psychophysiology, Institute for 

Behavioural Physiology, Leibnitz Institute for Farm Animal Biology (Leibniz Institut für 

Nutztierbiologie), Germany   

Jane Goodall, PhD, DBE, Founder - the Jane Goodall Institute & UN Messenger of Peace 

Lina Göransson, Veterinarian, PhD Candidate, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, 

Sweden 

Professor Dave Goulson, Professor of Biology, University of Sussex, UK  

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tomaž Grušovnik, Associate Professor for Philosophy of Upbringing and 

Education, University of Primorska, Slovenia 

Dr. Moira Harris, Independent Research Consultant, UK  

Dr. Jo Hockenhull, Senior Research Associate, Bristol Vet School, University of Bristol, UK  

Dr. Mirjam Holinger, Animal Welfare Researcher, Research Institute of Organic Agriculture 

FiBL, Switzerland  

Dragana Hrnkaš, mag. biolog., Master's in Biology, Croatia  

Dr. med. vet. Jens Hübel, Veterinary Consultant, expert opinions and research with the main 

focus on Birds (including productive poultry), Animal welfare, Animal testing, Leipzig, 

Germany  

Dra. Virginia Iniesta Orozco, Veterinarian, PhD. Animal Medicine and Health, AVATMA 

Veterinary Association, Spain  
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Ivana Ivić, mag. ing., Faculty of Food Technology Osijek, Croatia  

Mgr. Karel Janko, PhD, Senior Researcher, Institute of Animal Physiology and Genetics, Czech 

Academy of Sciences, Czechia  

Dr. Per Jensen, Professor of Ethology, Linköping University, Sweden  

Dr. Vesna Jiranek, dr. med. vet., Doctor of Veterinary Medicine, Siem Reap Veterinary Care, 

Croatia  

Dr. Irena Jug, Ph.D., Doctor of Agronomy, Faculty of Agrobiotechnical Sciences, Croatia  

Dr. Danijel Jug, Ph.D., Doctor of Agronomy, Faculty of Agrobiotechnical Sciences, Croatia   

Dr. Hrvoje Juric Ph.D., Doctor of Philosophy, Member of the Board of Directors of the Croatian 

Bioethical Society, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Croatia  

MVDr. Richard Kapalko Cert. SAS, Clinical Director, Orthopaedics & Traumatology, Veterinary 

Hospital Bennett Bratislava, Slovakia  

Zbigniew M. Karaczun, Professor of the Department of Environment Protection and 

Dendrology, Warsaw University of Life Sciences, Poland 

Prof. Ivica Kelam, mag. phil. & (bioethic), Head of the Center for Integrative Bioethics of the 

University of Osijek, and head of the Osijek Unit UNESCO Chair of Bioethics (University of 

Haifa), University of Osijek, Croatia  

Dr. Tomislav Klapec, PhD, Full Professor, Biotechnical sciences: Nutrition, Faculty of Food 

Technology Osijek, University of Osijek, Croatia  

Professor Toby Knowles, Professor of Farming and Food Science, University of Bristol, UK  

Dominika Kováčová, Veterinary Nurse, Veterinary Hospital Bennett Bratislava, Slovakia  

Mgr. Miloš Krist, PhD, Research Fellow Department of Zoology and Laboratory of Ornithology, 

Palacky University Olomouc, Czechia 
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Ing. Perla Kuchtová, PhD, Assistant Professor, Dpt. of Agroecology and Crop Production, 

Faculty of Agrobiology, Food and Natural Resources, Czech University of Life Sciences Prague, 

Czechia  

Mirta Kučić, Master of Conservation Biology, Dolphin Watching Rovinj, Croatia  

Kristýna Kunclová, Mgr., Czech Republic Charles University, Institute of Animal Science 

Prague, PhD Candidate, Research assistant, Czechia  

Dr Goran Kusec, Ph.D., Doctor of Biotechnical Sciences, Faculty of Agriobiotechnical Sciences, 

Croatia  

Dr. Bernd Ladwig, Professor of Political Theory and Philosophy, Free University of Berlin,  

 Germany  

Dr. rer. nat. Jan Langbein, Senior Scientist, Leibnitz Institute for Farm Animal Biology, 

Germany  

MVDr. Martin Lapin, veterinary surgeon, Veterinary Hospital Bennett Bratislava, Slovakia  

Johan Lindsjö, DVM, Swedish Center for Animal Welfare (SCAW), Sweden 

Anja Eloise Livaić, mag.biol. exp., Master of Experimental Biology, Croatia  

Barbara Mangová, PhD. Institute of Zoology Slovak Academy of Sciences, researcher, 

zoologist, Slovakia  

Hanna Mamzer, dr. hab., Professor of Adam Mickiewicz University, Poland 

Dr. Michael Marahrens, Deputy Head, Scientist Farm Animal Welfare, Friedrich-Löffler-Institut 

(Institute of Animal Welfare and Animal Husbandry (ITT)), Germany   

Dr. Davide Marino, Associate Professor of Bio Science and Territory, University of Molise, 

Department of BioScience and Territory, Italy    

Professor Graeme Martin, Emeritus Professor, University of Western Australia, Australia  



   

 

 9 

Dr. Steven McCulloch, Senior Lecturer in Human Animal Studies, Centre for Animal Welfare, 

University of Winchester, UK  

Dr. Alan McElligott, Associate Professor of Animal Behaviour and Welfare, Jockey Club College 

of Veterinary Medicine and Life Sciences, Department of Infectious Diseases and Public 

Health, City University of Hong Kong, Kowloon, Hong Kong 

Petra Menclova, Veterinary Head Nurse, Veterinary Hospital Bennett Bratislava, Slovakia  

Professor Ben Mepham, Hon Professor of Applied Bioethics, University of Nottingham, UK  

Dr. Emma Milne BVSc MRCVS, Veterinary Surgeon, France  

Dr. Giuseppe Miserotti, Doctor, ISDE (International Society of Doctors for Environments), Italy 

Ágnes Moravcsíková Ing., Czech Republic Czech University of Life Sciences; Institute of Animal 

Science Prague, PhD Candidate; a Research Assistant, Czechia  

Dr. Fabio Napolitano, Associate professor of Animal Science, University of Basilicata, Italy  

Dr. agr. Christian Nawroth, PhD, PostDoc, Institute of Behavioural Physiology, Leibniz Institute 

for Farm Animal Biology, Germany  

Dr. Carlotta Nonni Marzano, PhD, Researcher, University of Bari - Department of Biology, Italy  

MVDr. Erik Novoveský, Veterinarian, Internal Medicine Service, Veterinary Hospital Bennett 

Bratislava, Slovakia  

Professor Raj Patel, Research Professor, University of Texas, USA  

Wojciech Pisula, Professor of Comparative Psychology, Institute of Psychology, Polish 

Academy of Sciences, Poland 

Dr. Sotirios Prapas, Director Cardiac Surgery Department, Henry Dunant Hospital Center, 

Greece, Vice Chancellor, The World Society of Cardiovascular & Thoracic Surgeons, Founder & 

President of The Euro-Asian Bridge Society of Cardiovascular & Thoracic Surgeons, Member of 

the board of directors, International Hippocratic Foundation of Kos, Greece  
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Dr. Svjetlana Prodanović, DVM, Doctor of Veterinary Medicine, Croatia  

Dr.-Ing. Andreas Pfennig, Professor of Chemical Engineering, University of Liège, Belgium  

Dr. Alexander Rabitsch, Farm Animal Veterinarian, Expert for Animal Welfare, Austria  

Miriam Ráczová, Veterinary Nurse, Veterinary Hospital Bennett Bratislava, Slovakia  

Dr. Kate Rawles, Freelance Outdoor Philosopher, Writer and Environmentalist, UK  

Professor Sir Martin Rees, Astronomer Royal, Cambridge University, UK  

Doc., Mgr. Vladimír Remeš, PhD, Docent of Zoology, Department of Zoology and Laboratory of 

Ornithology, Palacky University Olomouc, Czechia  

Dr. Verena Rennich, dr. med. vet., Agriculture and veterinary school Osijek, Croatia  

Dr. Theol, Associate Professor in Ethics, Helena Röcklinsberg, University lecturer in Animal 

Ethics, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Sweden 

Dr. Darija Rupcic-Kelam, Ph.D., Professor of Philosophy, Ethics and Bioethics, Doctor of 

Philosophy in the field of ethics (bioethics), Croatia  

Dr. Richard Ryder Ph.D ( Cantab), MA, DCP, FZS, Author, UK 

 

Professor Carl Safina, Endowed Professor for Nature and Humanity, Stony Brook University, 

USA  

Dr. Massimo Scalia, Prof. of Mathematical Physics, Head of BEM Department 

(Bioelectromagnetism) at CIRPS - Centre for the Sustainable Development, Italy    

Dr. Kurt Schmidinger, PhD, Food Scientist and Geophysicist, Scientific Board of Albert 

SchweitzerStiftung für unsere Mitwelt & FEWD at University of Vienna, Austria  

Frederieke Schouten, Msc Veterinary medicine, Vice President Caring Vets, the Netherlands    
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Professor James A. Serpell, Professor of Animal Welfare and Ethics, School of Veterinary 

Medicine, University of Pennsylvania, USA  

Lena Skånberg, PhD Candidate in Ethology and Animal Welfare, Swedish University of 

Agricultural Sciences, Sweden  

Maja Skračić, mag. ing., Ecology and Protection of the Sea graduate, Marine Biology and 

Ecology, Croatia  

Dr. Lynne U. Sneddon, Director of Bioveterinary Science, University of Liverpool, UK  

Dr. Lisanne Stadig, PhD, Senior Policy Officer: Farm Animals, Dierenbescherming (Dutch 

Society for the Protection of Animals), the Netherlands 

Dr. Andrea Di Stefano, Prof. Master Ridef , Politecnico di Milano, Italy  

Dr. Cédric Sueur, Ass. Professor in Animal behaviour and Ethics, Strasbourg University, France  

Doc. Dr. Tanja Švara, Assistant Professor, Doctor of Veterinary Medicine, Institute for 

Pathology, Wild Animals, Fish and Bees, University of Ljubljana, Veterinary Faculty, Slovenia  

Dr. Richard Templer, FRSC, Director of Innovation, Grantham Institute, Climate Change & 

Environment, UK  

Dipl. Ing. Jano Topercer, PhD., Senior Research Scientist - Ecologist and Ornithologist, 

Comenius University, Botanical Garden, Detached Unit at Blatnica, Slovakia  

PhD in Practical Philosophy Olle Torpman, Adjunct Lecturer in Animal Ethics, Swedish 

University of Agricultural Sciences  

Dr. Mario Tozzi, Researcher, PhD, CNR (National Centre of Research), Italy  

Em.O.Univ.Prof.Dr.med.vet. Josef Troxler, Prof. für Tierhaltung und Tierschutz, Vetmeduni 

Vienna, Austria  

Doc. Dr. Aleksandra Vergles Rataj, Assistant Professor, Doctor of Veterinary Medicine, 

University of Ljubljana, Veterinary Faculty, Slovenia  
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Dr. Elisabetta Visalberghi, Ethologist and Primatologist, Istituto di Scienze e Tecnologie della 

Cognizione, Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche - CNR, and Honorary Member the Jane Goodall 

Institute Rome, Italy 

Susanne Waiblinger, A.Univ.Prof. Dr. med. vet. / Associate Prof. Dr.med.vet. Dipl. ECAWBM 

(AWSEL), Fachtierärztin für Verhaltenskunde / Fachtierärztin für Tierhaltung und Tierschutz, 

Department for Farm Animals and Institute of Animal Welfare Science and Veterinary Public 

Health, University of Veterinary Medicine (Vetmeduni Vienna), Austria  

Dr. Heleen van de Weerd, Director, Cerebrus Consulting, UK 

Professor John Webster, MA, Vet MB, PhD, DVM (Hon) MRCVS, Emeritus Professor of 

Veterinary Science, School of Veterinary Science, University of Bristol, UK  

Professor Francoise Wemelsfelder, Professor of Animal Welfare, Scotland’s Rural College, UK   

Dr. Becky Whay, Professor of Animal Behaviour and Welfare, Vice President International, 

National University of Ireland Galway, Ireland  

Dr. Julia Wright, Senior Research Fellow, Agroecology, University of Coventry, UK  

Nina Zajacová, Veterinary Nurse, Veterinary Hospital Bennett Bratislava, Slovakia  

Dr. Tatjana Zajec, Dr.med.vet., Doctor of Veterinary Medicine, Shelter for abandoned animals 

of the City of Zagreb - Dumovec; Croatian Small Animal Veterinary Section, Croatia  

MVDr. Patrik Zelezník, Veterinarian, Emergency Service, Veterinary Hospital Bennett 

Bratislava, Slovakia  

Dr. Marta Zizek, Ph.D., Postdoctoral research fellow, Department of Biology, Faculty of 

Science, Zagreb, Croatia 
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